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ESB General Assembly Minutes

Date: Thursday, 7 September 2023

Time: 10:45 AM - 11:45 PM (Central European Summer Time)
Venue: Room Davos, Congress Center Davos, Davos Switzerland
Invited: AlLESB 2023 attendees

Present: 252 ESB Members (See Annex 1)

Agenda

¢ Approval of the Agenda

* Approval of the 2022 General Assembly minutes
* President Report

e European IUSBSE Fellows — 2023 Nomination Process
e CESB 2024 Meeting Update

* ESB Awards

¢ Election of new Honorary Members

e ESB Education Awards

* Treasurer Report

¢ Auditors Report

¢ ESB Journal update

¢ YSF Update

e Affiliated Societies update

e Communication activities update

¢ Industrial partnership update

* Future ESB meetings (2025-2027)

e Council Elections

*A.O.B



Minutes

The General Assembly was conducted in person during the 33rd ESB Conference in Davos.

Approval of the Agenda
Approved unanimously.

Approval of the 2022 General Assembly Minutes

Nicholas Dunne presented the 2022 General Assembly Minutes (available on the ESB
website).

Approved unanimously.

President Report

The ESB President, Ana Paula Pégo, addressed the assembly to:

¢ present the current council members and their duties;

e report on the current ESB membership (>1,200 members) and the advantages of being
an ESB member (international visibility, networking, journal access, YSF support, and
education awards);

¢ highlight engagement with national societies, including the symposium “Tissue-
biomaterial biointerfaces: strategies to understand the integration” at ESB2023;

e outline ESB’s continued collaboration with IUSBSE, TERMIS Global, and the
organization of WBC2024;

e emphasize ESB’s international role through joint sessions with world’s biomaterials
societies.

European IUSBSE Fellows — 2023 Nomination Process

Ana Paula Pégo reported on the nomination procedure for new Fellows.

¢ Independent nomination committee was formed, coordinated by Abhay Pandit.

¢ 10 candidates were proposed for nomination by ESB, with the final decision to be
ratified by IUSBSE.

CESB 2024 Meeting Update

Prof. Aldo R. Boccaccini presented the update on the CESB 2024 Symposium to be held
in Nuremberg, Germany (15-18 September 2024).

¢ Scientific topics include advanced metallic biomaterials, hydrogels, nanomedicine,
bone and cartilage regeneration, and biomaterials in cancer.

¢ The framework program was shared, including plenary sessions, poster exhibitions,
and a conference dinner.

Election of Honorary Members

Ana Paula Pégo presented the byelaw framework for Honorary Membership and the
proposed candidates for 2023.

Approved unanimously.

ESB Awards

Ana Paula Pégo presented the ESB Scientific Awards 2023 and congratulated the
awardees:

¢ George Winter Award: Marc Bohner

¢ Jean Leray Award: Miguel Castilho

¢ International Award: Antonios Mikos

¢ Klaas de Groot Award: Joélle Amédée



ESB Education Awards

Karine Anselme reported on the following awards:

¢ Julia Polak European Doctorate Awards — 10 awardees in 2023 (announced during the
YSF GA).

¢ Racquel LeGeros Award - 2 awardees in 2022 - 1 awardee in 2023.

¢ Rudolf Cimdins Scholarships — 16 awardees in 2023, supported by early promotion.

¢ Presentation Awards during ESB 2023 - Four Best Student Oral Presentations, Four
Best Student Poster Presentations, plus awards sponsored by MDPI Gels and Journal of
Materials Science — Materials in Medicine.

Treasurer Report

Silvia Fare presented the Treasurer’s report:

¢ detailed the accounting for 2022, including revenues and expenses;

¢ presented the budget for 2023-2025, which was unanimously approved;

e reported membership evolution from 2015-2023, showing steady growth (1,154
members in 2023).

Auditor’s Report
E. Pamula and O. Sigurjonsson presented the Auditor’s Report.
The 2022 accounts were approved unanimously.

ESB Journal Update

Cristina Barrias presented on Biomaterials Science:

e Impact Factor: 6.6 (2023); CiteScore: 10.9;

¢ Time to first peer-reviewed decision: 31 days;

¢ ESB 2022 collection (15 papers) and ongoing ESB 2023 collection;

¢ 10th Anniversary Symposium of Biomaterials Science (London, 1 November 2023);
¢ ESB members eligible for a discount.

YSF Update

Aldo R. Boccaccini (slides by Arn Mignon) reported:

¢ Aims of YSF remain to promote education, communication, and networking among
young researchers;

¢ Scientific and social activities during ESB 2023 included sessions and a YSF night out;
¢ YSF sponsorship supported two projects in 20283;

¢ National Chapters actively organized symposia and educational activities;

¢ YSF Image Competition winners were announced.

Affiliated Societies Update

Maria Grazia Raucci reported:

* Engagement meetings were held with Presidents of national societies in Nov 2022 and
Sept 2023;

e Initiatives included joint webinars, a symposium at ESB2023, and a proposed
symposium at WBC2024;

¢ OQutcomes also included plans for PhD exchange and enhanced integration strategies.

Communication Activities Update

Sandra Van Vlierberghe reported:

e New ESB website launched, with improved member profiles and visibility;
¢ Social media activity increased, with >1,620 Twitter followers;

* ESB newsletters and job postings continue to be actively disseminated.



Industrial Partnership Update

Matteo D’Este reported:

e GDPR-compliant industry contact database established;

¢ ESB engaged in EU policy through IHI and HT4EU initiatives;

¢ Industry presence at ESB2023 included plenary speakers, translation sessions, and
startup forums.

Future ESB Meetings (2025-2027)

Sandra Van Vlierberghe reported on upcoming meetings:

e WBC 2024 - Daegu, Korea (26-31 May 2024);

e CESB 2024 - Nuremberg, Germany (15-18 September 2024);
e ESB 2025 -Turin, Italy (7-11 September 2025);

¢ ESB 2026 — Antwerp, Belgium (7-11 September 2026);

e ESB 2027 - Uppsala, Sweden (5-9 September 2027).

The deadline for bids for ESB 2029 is January 31, 2024.

Council Elections

Nicholas Dunne and Liz Tanner reported:

¢ Four council seats became available in 2023;

e Re-elected: Nicholas Dunne;

* Newly elected: Zeinab Tahmasebi Birgani, Elzbieta Pamuta, and Jér6me Sohier;

* The new council was welcomed, and Ana Paula Pégo concluded her term as President.

A.O.B.
No additional business raised.
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